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Conferral of The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays Upon Ms.
Theresa A. Kulczak, Executive Director, Japan-America Society of Indiana

[November 3, 2016] On November 3, 2016 (Japan Time), the Government of Japan announced the
recipients of the 2016 Autumn Imperial Decorations. Among the 96 foreign recipients is Ms. Theresa A.
Kulczak, Executive Director of the Japan-America Society of Indiana. She will receive The Order of the
Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays in recognition of her significant contribution to promoting friendly
relations and mutual understanding between Japan and the United States. The prestigious decoration is
conferred by His Majesty the Emperor of Japan.

Ms. Kulczak’s remarkable leadership and vision have realized landmark achievements for the
Japan-Indiana relationship. As a founder of the Japan-America Society of Indiana in 1988, and its
Executive Director since 1990, Ms. Kulczak has advised the administrations of five Indiana governors
regarding the state’s relationship and activities with Japan. She has coordinated numerous trade and
investment missions, brought Japan and Japanese culture to communities and businesses throughout the
state, and provided assistance and support to Japanese nationals.

At the Society, Ms. Kulczak’s groundbreaking accomplishments include the Bridges to Japan Pavilion
that welcomed 250,000 visitors at the 2010 Indiana State Fair; Indiana’s Japan Update Conference which
now serves as a model for other Japan-America Societies; the Japan-U.S. Cherry Tree Promenade in
White River State Park; the cultural facilitation of the Indiana-Tochigi sister state relationship; and the
establishment of the Japan Bowl language competition for Indiana high school students. Immediately
following the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, Ms. Kulczak led the Society’s significant fundraising
effort. Her dedication and achievements have further promoted the relationship between Japan and the
United States including the State of Indiana.

In 2012, Ms. Kulczak received the Sagamore of the Wabash, one of Indiana’s highest honors. She is a
lifelong Hoosier and a Purdue University graduate.

Japan’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Fumio Kishida, has sent a congratulatory message to Ms.
Kulczak that recognizes her outstanding contribution.

For more information, please contact Keiko Ikemoto of the Consulate-General of Japan in Chicago at
312-280-0436 or email keiko.ikemoto@mofa.go.jp.
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